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Special thanks to all
the students involved
with this year’s show:
Ethan Yannie as Jesus
Emma Newton as
John the Baptist/Judas
Dominic Beiger
Isabella Beiger
Jeremy Bohn
Nichaela Cave
Julia Deland
Zakery Delong
Ryley DePasquale
Isabella Donisi
Edgardo Febus
Jordan Francis
Naysha Galvez
Theresa George
Gabrielle Hart
Nicholas Hayes
Nicholas Hernandez
Whitney Hice
Isabelle Jackson
Jacinda Jackson
Victoria Kujawa
Zoe Loeb
Erica Martinez
Joseph Newton
Angelica Padilla
Makayla Pasierb
Haileigh Pawlak
Hannah Pawlak
Luke Peterson-Riedesel
Alexis Ruiz
Jada Santiago
Hannah Saye
Isabella Surma
Olivia Surma,
Leionna Thomas
Maia Tucker
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Godspell, JR.
Dunkirk Middle School Delivers
a Magical Performance

The Dunkirk Middle School, along with co-directors Matthew Nickle and Kimberly Levan,
performed the award-winning musical, “Godspell, JR.” on Friday, December 12 and Saturday
December 13, 2014 in the middle school auditorium.
The original “Godspell” was the first major musical theatre
offering from three-time Grammy and Academy Award winner
Stephen Schwartz (“Wicked”, “Pippin”, “Children Of Eden”). It
took the world by storm and has been adapted as “Godspell JR.”
Boasting a score with chart topping songs, a book by a visionary
playwright (John-Michael Tebelak), and a feature film, “Godspell
JR.” is a sensation that continues to touch audiences.
As the story goes, a group of people help Jesus Christ tell different
parables by using a wide variety of games, storytelling techniques
and a hefty dose of comedic timing. An eclectic blend of songs
ranging in style from pop to vaudeville is employed as the story
of Jesus’s life dances across the stage. Dissolving hauntingly into
the Last Supper and the Crucifixion, his messages of kindness,
tolerance, and love come vibrantly to life.

Habla Usted Español?
Si usted necesita asistencia para traducir nuestra informativa, por favor pongase en contacto con la oficina de
curiculo y projectos especiales al 366-9300 ext. 2710.
?

Godspell, JR.
continued from page 1

Message From Your
Superintendent
This past November our District was fortunate enough to secure
a $2.8 million grant in conjunction with Erie 2 Chautauqua
Cattaraugus BOCES. This grant will allow us to open what will be
called the WNY P-TECH College and Career Academy. It will open
in September and will initially be housed on the BOCES LoGuidice
Campus. There are only 50 P-TECH programs world-wide.

The students have been working
on this show since the beginning of
September. “The students have done a
terrific job and have had a lot of fun,”
said co-director Kim Levan, vocal
music teacher at Dunkirk Middle
School. “Their energy and joy of
acting and singing seems to fly off of
the stage.”
Rosanne Chesbro of Chadwick
Academy of Dance assisted with
choreography for one special scene.
Her tap routine is one of the many
bright spots in this incredible show.
The DMS actors also took the
“show on the road” this year as they
performed for the residents at the
Chautauqua County Home. The
Northern Chautauqua Community
Foundation awarded the DMS
Musical a community grant and with
these funds they purchased a new
microphone. One condition of the
award was for the students to perform
at the Chautauqua County Home. The
performance from the students was
wonderful! However, the true magic
was after the performance when the
students visited with the residents and
had the chance to talk one-on-one
with them. The students and residents
LOVED IT! “We are hoping to make
this an annual event for the musical,”
said co-director Matt Nickle.
Congratulations to all who made this
show such a success!

Gary J. Cerne

P-TECH, short for Pathways in Technology Early College High School, is a six-year
program geared toward students who will be freshmen this September. At the conclusion
of six years, students will graduate with both a Regents diploma and an Associate’s
Degree from Jamestown Community College in Welding Technology, Mechanical
Technology: Machine Tools Specialization, or Mechanical Technology: Design
Specialization. Most importantly, they will have the first opportunity to interview for
positions with the Chautauqua County manufacturers who have joined the program.
The new program is being directed by Mr. William Smock. Mr. Smock is a Technology
teacher at Dunkirk High School who was instrumental in developing the internship
program that DHS recently ran in conjunction with the Cummins Jamestown Engine
Plant. Mr. Smock is currently working with the following firms to develop a curriculum
that also trains students for the demands of a manufacturing position: Titan X, ECR
International, Excelco Newbrook, Lakeside Precision Machining and Truck Lite.
If your child is currently in eighth-grade and is not interested in attending a four
year college, this program may be perfect for him or her. Please watch for additional
information to come home this spring or call Mr. Smock at 366-9300 extension 2210 for
more information.
Sincerely,
Gary J. Cerne
Superintendent of Schools

The School Store at School #3
This year, School #3’s School Store is being run each morning by a group of fifthgraders under the
supervision of Mrs.
Pleszewski. The store is
open daily from 8:008:15 a.m. in room 213.
Students who work at
the store are in charge of
setting up the store daily,
ordering supplies and
helping students to make
purchases. Customers
may purchase items such
as pencils, erasers, pens,
notebooks and other school
supplies. The students
working at the store are
also responsible for adding From left to right are fifth-graders Haleigh Leckliter, Kanushka
up the money earned,
Rivera, Tachiana Garcia, Arianna Irizarry, Jordan LaSalle,
rolling the coins, and
Krystal Mniszewski and Samantha Rivas.
making a daily deposit.
This project has helped the students learn responsibility and money management. The
money earned from the store will be used to help the fifth-graders fund their class trip in June.
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Fourth-Graders
Build Longhouses
For the first three
months of school,
Mrs. Ivory’s
fourth-grade
class read about
and studied the
Iroquois people
during their ELA
module. They
continued this
study during
social studies
time. Students
read their Studies
Weekly newspaper
and learned about
the lifestyles of
Native Americans,
specifically the
Iroquois and Algonquian. Students also learned how they lived and survived, as well as
the challenges the Native
Americans overcame in
the past.
After learning where the
Iroquois lived, students
were given the option to
complete a project at home
with their families. If they
chose, students created a
longhouse using a variety
of materials such as felt,
wood, cardboard, pretzels,
Legos, bark, popsicle
sticks and fabric. Each
longhouse was unique and
creative in its own way.
The 10 students who chose
to do the longhouse did a
fantastic job and should be
very proud of themselves!
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Crafts, Cocoa
and the
Common Core
Crafts, cocoa and the Common Core
was the theme during December’s
Parent Night at School #4 on
December 12, 2014. In addition to
students making crafts and attendees
enjoying hot cocoa, an introduction to
the Common Core Learning Standards
and their influence on curriculum was
presented by administrative intern,
Annette Morgan. Principal Kimberlee
Texter provided insight as parents were
given the opportunity to ask questions.
Providing parents with accurate
information, while clarifying any
misconceptions on such a significant
topic in education, proved to be very
successful.

Giving Back to
the Community
Mrs. Kozlowski’s second-grade class
and Mrs. Levandoski’s first-grade class
took some time out this holiday season
to give back to the community and
bring the Christmas spirit to those who
may have a difficult time leaving their
homes. The students made Christmas
decorations to accompany Christmas
dinners served by Meals on Wheels
this past holiday season.
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D.A.R.E.
Balloon
Launch
Family Fun
Night at
School #5
School #5 families enjoyed fun, food
and prizes in the spirit of community
at this year’s Family Fun Night.
Attending students had the chance
to spin the “Character Trait Wheel.”
This wheel, designed and built with
the help of Mrs. Kobel’s kindergarten
class, gave students and friends
the opportunity to “spin to win.”
Professionalism, the monthly character
trait, was the name of the game on this
night. Snacks, arts, crafts and games
were also part of the evening. A big
thank you to the School #5 PTO, PBIS
Committee, and staff members who
made Family Fun Night a success!

Pre-K Classes
Enjoy Mini Feast
In mid-November, children in Mr.
Szymczak’s pre-kindergarten classes
listened to various Thanksgiving
stories. The day before Thanksgiving
break, they celebrated with a mini feast
and sampled a variety of foods from
the stories they had read. The students
nibbled on apples, clementines, dried
cranberries, popcorn and even alfalfa
sprouts! The students were encouraged
to try each of the foods served, and
most did. A fun time was had by all!

Students from School
#5 launched balloons in
support of the District’s
D.A.R.E. Initiative
(Drug Abuse Resistance
Education). Inspirational
messages in support of
the anti-drug program
were attached to each
balloon. The school’s
email address was also
included so that people
finding the balloons could
respond if they wished.
Over 30 responses were
received from places as
close as Silver Creek, to
as far away as Victor, NY
(outside Rochester, NY)

School #5 Students are Elite
Students at School # 5 were treated to an “Elite Dinner” for displaying exceptional
behavior. The building’s PBIS committee, with the assistance of multiple building
staff members, hosted the event. The cafeteria was transformed into an “elite” Italian
restaurant complete with tablecloths, linens, wait staff and music. Students were selected
for attendance by exhibiting behavior in concert with the Character Trait of the Month.
Students, parents and guardians were feted with a full Italian dinner replete with rigatoni,
salad and dessert. The “waiters” and “waitresses” for the evening were members of the
building staff and multiple students from the High School Upward Bound organization.
An “Elite” time was had by all!

PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) is a school-wide approach to
behavior management which emphasizes prevention and positive modeling.
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Students Demonstrate
Care & Compasssion
The character trait for December was about being caring and compassionate. Miss
Symans’ kindergarten class at School #7 decided to demonstrate this trait to the local
Dunkirk City Police Department during the season of giving. The class created a letter
and made individual cards and ornaments for each officer. A big thank you to Gina and
Dave Kron from Tim Horton’s for the doughnut and coffee donation to “keep the officers
going during this busy season.” Miss Symans and her class greatly appreciate the officers
for the great service they provide us by “keeping us safe, helping us when we are lost
and keeping the bad guys and bullies from hurting or kidnapping us.”
On behalf of the police department, the Police Chief showed their appreciation by
visiting the classroom with a letter of commendation, junior officer stickers, kids’ night
out lights and Dunkirk Police Department pencils for the students!

Community Readers
The teachers and students at School #7 welcomed volunteer readers from the community
into their classrooms. Community leaders and members, police, firefighters, parents,
grandparents, and retired teachers had the choice of bringing their favorite book to
read or to read a book from the classroom.  Children enjoyed listening to the stories and
asking the readers questions about their jobs and the kind of books they enjoy reading.
It was evident that it takes a community to foster the love of reading in children.

School #7
Partnership
with
Chautauqua
Striders
For 35 years, Chautauqua Striders has
been dedicated to the mentoring and
guidance of youth through education,
advocacy and athletics. Tutoring and
mentoring take place at dozens of
schools in Chautauqua County. In
the Dunkirk area, Striders provides
academic tutoring at their North
County satellite office and classroom
located at 296 Lakeshore Drive, East.
Group tutoring, individual tutoring,
SAT and Regents Prep assistance
are offered. Mentoring takes place at
School #3, Dunkirk Middle School,
and community based mentoring
is held at the Boys & Girls Club of
Northern Chautauqua County.
Dunkirk Elementary School #7
and Striders will embark on a new
mentoring initiative, beginning in
2015. Mentoring is a relationship
which exists over a prolonged period
of time between two or more people
where older, wiser, more experienced
individuals provide constant support,
guidance and concrete help to younger
persons as they go through life.
Mentors act as links to the community,
sounding boards for ideas, listeners,
guides to setting goals, role models,
or simply become support persons.
Because relationships and a sense of
bonding occur over time, the duration
and consistency of a mentoring
relationship is very important. Ideally,
mentors and mentees remain together
for a year. However, many mentoring
relationships last for several years.

Buckle Your Belt
William Mataar’s Law Office in Buffalo, NY held a Buckle Your
Belt contest where students pledged to always stay safe and buckle
their seatbelts while riding in vehicles. Mrs. Williams’ class from
School #7 took the pledge, entered the contest and won! For their
commitment to seatbelt safety, the class received a pizza party
courtesy of William Mattar Law Offices.
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PhUn at SUNY Fredonia’s
New Science Center
Coin
Drive
In the month of December
the students on team 8B at Dunkirk
Middle School coordinated a coin
drive for the Community Christmas
program. The students were busy
visiting all home bases at the end
of the day to collect the money. The
students collectively raised $350.42!

Educators, students and scientists shared the ‘PhUn’ in Physiology when the Biology
Department at SUNY Fredonia hosted Dunkirk Middle
School eighth-grade students and their teachers for the
American Physiology Society’s PhUn days at the new
Science Center at SUNY Fredonia. Faculty members
Dr. Scott Medler and Dr. Kathleen Lesniak coordinated
the event along with Principal Vallone.
Biology faculty members Scott Medler, Kathleen
Lesniak, Todd Bakes and Bruce Tomilson, along
with biology department graduate and undergraduate
students, led Dunkirk Middle School students through
engaging, hands-on activities aimed at helping students
explore physiology. PhUn Week 2014 focused on the physiology of exercise and health.
Students participated in activities relating to how their bodies work, including learning
about the cardiovascular and muscular systems by monitoring their own hearts and
muscles as they exercised. A goal of PhUn Week activities is to introduce young people
to the important role of physiology to their basic health, as well as encouraging students
to consider professions related to physiology like medicine, dentistry, physical therapy,
occupational health and many others.

Assisting Students Along
the Path to College and
Career Readiness
As Dunkirk Middle School continues to strive toward the vision of
‘assisting students along the path toward college and career readiness,’
eighth-grade students took part in a Career Exploration Day. Ten
professionals from the community visited the middle school and spent
time talking to students about the requirements for their perspective
careers and the importance of education.
Student cycled every 20 minutes through eight of a possible ten guest
speakers representing a variety of careers. Speakers included Mike Edwards from the fire department, NYS DOT engineer
Jake Porpiglia, radio broadcaster Dan Palmer, Chad Artrip from the Federal Bureau of Investigations, newspaper editor John
D’Agostino, Joe Wisniewski from the Probation Department, manufacturing and marketing representative Cindy Gotowka,
Kyle Struebing from SODEXO food service, Janet Carreras representing the field of cosmetology and Arlette Rivera from
the Department of Social Services. This was a joint effort from both eighth-grade teams organized by Mrs. Cerrie, home and
careers teacher, and Ms. Martin, technology teacher.
In the days following, Corrine Case from JCC spoke to students about college readiness. Many members of the Dunkirk JROTC
command and staff spent a day promoting the JROTC program to eighth-graders. Battalion Commander, Kaitie Promber,
along with Executive
Officer, Carissa Dunn,
Command Sergeant Major,
Samantha Hemenger,
Company Commanders,
Brad Matyjakowski and
Garret Crowell, and
members of the six staff
positions talked about
the mission and purpose
of the organization, and
answered questions about high school.
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Computer
Classes Help
DHS Students
Give Back to
Dunkirk Senior
Citizens

The 2014 Dunkirk Lakers New York State Winter Games athletes and coaches, visible in the
picture are the many medals athletes earned.

Dunkirk Lakers Special
Olympic Team Competes
Dunkirk Lakers Special Olympic team stays very active
during the winter sports season. They practice and compete
on a weekly basis in bowling and snowshoeing. Recently
they traveled to the New York Western Regional winter
games in Canandaigua, NY on January 31 and to New
York State Winter Games in Syracuse, NY the weekend of
February 6 - 8, to participate in snowshoe racing events.
Athletes are required to train and participate at the local and
regional level to qualify for the annual state games.

The events start Friday evening with opening ceremonies
that begin with the parade of athletes from across New York
State. Ceremonial speeches, exciting performers and finally
the arrival of the Olympic flame follow the presentation of
competitors. The evening ends with the torch lighting and
the official opening of the games. Saturday starts early and
Israel Martinez with his
is filled with the excitement of athletic competition. Winter Gold Medal from the 50
meter running event.
sports include floor hockey, ice-skating, cross-country
skiing, downhill skiing as
well as snowshoeing. Athletes
always enjoy Saturday
evening’s victory dinner and
dance, as well as the official
closing of the games and the
extinguishing of the Olympic
flame.
Dunkirk Lakers training paid
off as they returned home
with numerous medals,
but more importantly
new friendships and selfconfidence.

Mrs. Pucciarelli’s computer
applications classes have been creating
and providing greeting cards for the
Dunkirk Senior Citizen’s Center
throughout this school year. As part
of the Computer Club, students are
creating computer-generated cards for
each holiday, as well as providing get
well cards for some local area shutins. According to Barbara Bajdas,
coordinator of the Dunkirk Senior
Citizen’s Center, the cards are wellreceived by the various clubs and
groups at the Senior Center and very
much appreciated.
Using some of the advanced features
learned in their computer applications
classes, the students design the cards
using templates to create the cheerful
greetings for the members of the
Senior Citizen’s Center. It’s a win-win
situation. Through their involvement
with this on-going project, the students
are learning to give back to their
community, while the senior citizens
enjoy receiving the cards created by
these enthusiastic students.

Computer students Alexis Tofil, Virginia
Ortiz, and Kayleigh Kujawa display the
cards they created.

Dunkirk athletes Dylan Murphy(left) and Ifraim Cruz (right)
wait for the starting gun in the 50 meter qualifying event.
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Dunkirk High School
Proudly Presents

“Shrek –
The Musical”
Based on the DreamWorks Animation Motion
Picture and the book by William Steig
February 27 & 28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Dunkirk High School Auditorium,
75 West Sixth Street, Dunkirk.
Tickets available at the door:
$5.00 Adults, $3.00 Students
Book and Lyrics By: David Linsay- Abaire.
Music By: Jeanine Tesori.

Upcoming Dates
for the Middle
School Chorus
Feb. 7:

CCMTA Winter Concert at
Chautauqua Lake High School
March 24: Spring Concert at DMS
Auditorium
May 6:
NYSSMA Major Festival for 7th
and 8th Grade Choruses
May 16: NYSSMA Solo-Festival Selected
Singers Only
June 3:
Pops Concert
June 6:
CCMTA Spring Festival at
Chautauqua

RESIDENT

Junior High Area All-State Festival
On November 7 and 8, six students from Dunkirk
Middle School were selected to attend the New York
State School Music Association Zone 1 Area-All
State Festival at Akron High School. Students who
received quality marks on their solo at the previous
year’s NYSSMA solo festival are selected to attend
the annual two day festival. This group is comprised
of the best musical talent from school districts in
Chautauqua, Cattaragus, Erie and Niagara Counties.
This is Dunkirk Middle School’s second year
participating in this event and to have so many
students selected to participate is quite an honor
for Dunkirk. Students selected were: Jeremy Bohn,
Jordan Francis (unable to attend), Emma Newton,
Luke Peterson-Reidesel, Isabella Surma and Olivia
Surma.
These students prepared on their own time after school with Mrs. Levan, music
teacher at Dunkirk Middle School. The weekend culminated with a performance on
Saturday afternoon to an audience of over 800 people.

Dunkirk High School Pool Programs
Are you looking to fine tune your swimming skills?
The Dunkirk High School pool is open
evenings and weekends to the community
with quality programming to keep you in
shape and help fight off those winter blues.
We are currently offering: Morning Swim,
Evening Swim, Aqua Size, Deep Water Aqua
Size, Family Open Swim and Children’s
Learn to Swim programming. If you have
any questions regarding dates, times or costs,
please email WSmock@Dunkirk.wnyric.org or call 366-9300 x2210

