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Human Rights
Poems are
Published
Students in Mrs. Ange DiCara’s fifthgrade reading class have been studying
human rights in accordance with the
New York State reading modules. One
of the topics discussed was the
Holocaust. Students read “Number the
Stars” and “Daniel’s Story” and wrote
Haiku poems
about the topic.
The poems were
very emotional
and heartfelt.
Mrs. DiCara
entered the poems
in the National
Schools Project Poetry Contest.
The poems were all selected for
publication. Poems were judged on
many criteria including creativity,
figurative language and structure. The
student poets are Brandon Bennett,
Essence Brooks, Kenya Casey, Caleb
Miranda, Peter Paredes, Jericha
Petrella, Erica Rojas, Olivia Smith,
Anthony Stebbins, Conrad Thomas,
Flavio Vega, Adam Trawinski, Tylene
Olavarria, Tiana White and Tywon
Wright. Congratulations to all!
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Arthritis
Foundation
Benefit
June 30
Hailey Near, now 7, was just a toddler
when she was diagnosed with Polyarticular
Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis. Today she’s
a happy first-grade student at School 5.
With a combination of medications, her
joint and eye doctors at the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation, and physical and occupational
therapy at school, Hailey has been
responding well. Most days you wouldn’t
know she suffers, along with over 300,000
children, from this debilitating disease.
This year was Hailey’s third Walk for the Arthritis Foundation and her second year as the
Arthritis Foundation’s Local Honoree. Pictured is Hailey with her Mom, Michelle Ossman,
as she receives her plaque at the Jamestown Walk in May with Melinda Merante, Regional
Director, AF.
Hailey and her team, Hailey’s Honeys, will hold their second annual benefit for the Arthritis
Foundation on June 30 from 1-7 p.m. at the Dunkirk Exempt Firemen’s Club. Hailey, her
family, friends and the community have helped raise over $10,000 to date as they continue
to play an active role in educating the public and raising funds for a cure.

Robertson Earns
State Teacher Award
Walter Robertson, DHS social studies teacher, received the
New York State Council for Social Studies Outstanding
High School Teacher of the Year award on March 2 during a
ceremony in Rye, NY.
One of his students said, “Looking back, I can say he was by
far the most influential person that I had encountered in all of
my years of schooling. Everything a passionate teacher should do is exactly what he did and
more!”

Habla Usted Español?

?

Si usted necesita asistencia para traducir nuestra informativa, por favor pongase en contacto con la oficina de curiculo y
projectos especiales al 366-9300 ext. 2710.

Plants for a
Purpose
The Dunkirk Middle School Incentive
Committee once again
sponsored their
Mother’s Day Plant
Sale. The annual
sale gives DMS
students the
opportunity to
purchase a plant for
a special someone to
recognize them on
Mother’s Day. All plants are sold for
$1 and all proceeds are donated to
Relay for Life.
Dunkirk Middle School is able to
hold this event thanks to the generous
donation of plants, soil and containers
from DMS faculty, staff and friends.
This year over 200 plants were
planted. Thus, over $200 was donated
to a worthy cause.
The Incentive Committee hopes that
the plants helped to brighten the days
of many of the important people in our
students’ lives, as well as contributing
to the search for a cure for cancer.

Elementary Curriculum Dept.
Gets Ready for the NYS Modules
The elementary curriculum department has been very busy preparing for the New York
State teaching modules which focus on the Common Core Learning Standards and the
shifts in ELA (English Language Arts) and mathematics. The ELA modules are units
that cover a number of science and social studies topics while focusing on the teaching
of reading and writing. There are also mathematics modules which focus on individual
topics of study within the new mathematics Common Core Learning Standards.
This year our elementary teachers were required to teach one ELA module to get
prepared for full implementation of the ELA modules for the upcoming 2013-2014
school year. Mathematics is currently not ready for full implementation yet, but is
expected to be for the 2013-2014 school year. With that in mind, we will be focusing on
teaching one mathematics module next year and also implementing the fluency shift into
daily lessons.
Teaching one module this year was a huge undertaking for our teachers and staff. Many
teachers took to the modules easily and have taught several this school year. The students
really enjoy the modules and the topics that they are learning about. In kindergarten,
the students were introduced to the Kings and Queens Module. They learned how
Cinderella received her name. First graders were introduced to stories from all over the
world, including different versions of Little Red Riding Hood. Second-graders learned
about many cycles in nature and their importance to the earth. Some of these include
the seasons, monarch butterfly, frog and the water cycle. In grades 3-5, the students
learned how to be “close readers”. Close reading is a process that helps to develop
students’ ability to read text which is rich and complex. Many of these texts are above
the students’ grade level, but by using this process they are able to read and understand
the text. Depending on the grade, the students learned about the power of reading, Native
Americans and human rights.
You can learn more about the modules, Common Core Learning Standards and the shifts
in ELA and mathematics at www.engageny.org

Aides Help Organize
During a two-day in-service training for faculty, the
elementary aides assisted the elementary curriculum
department in the creation and sorting of the materials for
the new exemplars and modules the teachers will be using.
Their hard work was greatly appreciated, and without them
we would not be where we are in the development process.
The department thanks them for their time and efforts.
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Letter from the
Superintendent
Dear Community Members,
As the school year comes to an end, we are turning our
sights on what will be another busy summer for our
District. We will once again conduct our Middle and
High School credit recovery program that will begin on
July 8 and run through August 12. New York State has
scheduled Regents’ Exams for August 13 and 14. School
5 will host our Special Education summer school on a
similar schedule.
Our Elementary Enrichment program will be conducted at School 3 on August 5 through
August 16. The goal of the program is to get the students back into the academic
environment while still giving them a much needed break before school starts on
September 4. Elementary children will be bringing home additional information.
We will once again conduct our very popular KinderCamp program on August 5 and
6. Those two days will allow the students to meet their teachers so that the anxiety
associated with the start of school is reduced. We found that the students who attended
KinderCamp last year were ready to start school when they arrived in September. It
is our hope that all incoming kindergarten students will attend so that they get off to a
successful start.
Students will once again have the opportunity to take Driver’s Education at Dunkirk
High School. This program is run in conjunction with Erie 2 Chautauqua Cattaraugus
BOCES and will be offered July 8 through July 30 or July 31 through August 22.
Interested students should register in the High School Guidance office.
The only buildings not hosting summer academic programs will be School 7 and the
Middle School. Both of those buildings will see extensive construction activities as
Phase 3 of our capital renovation project continues. In addition, Schools 4, 5 and 7 will
have new playgrounds installed this summer.
Around our state, we continually hear talk of the need to lengthen the school year. As
I’m sure you will agree, the Dunkirk City School District has already taken steps in that
direction. If I can ever be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Gary J. Cerne
Superintendent of Schools

Learning at a
Tea Party
A fun-filled day
was developed at
School 7 to teach the
vocabulary words in
the Kings and Queens
Kindergarten English Language
Arts’ Module. The children had an
opportunity to develop kingdoms and
designate royal roles, as well as use the
vocabulary in a more authentic way
associated to the area of study. To add
to the fun of learning, we dressed up as
royals and had a tea party. We learned
about table manners and the types of
foods eaten at tea time in England,
such as cucumber sandwiches. The
children were better able to understand
the meaning
of words such
as septor, orb,
crown jewels,
inherit, throne
and servants.
Many other
words came
alive as we
went through
our special
day. Now,
they are
better able
to use them
as they
can refer
back to our
experience.

21st Century Saturday Academy
SUNY Fredonia continued to offer the Saturday Academy program at The
Boys and Girls Club of Northern Chautauqua County to elementary students
in kindergarten through fifth grade. The spring program offered six weeks of
fun academic and enrichment classes. Students enrolled in Math Madness,
led by math professor Kim Conti and math education student. They explored
mathematics through games, crafts and other math-related center activities. The
reader’s theater group learned the importance of fluency and oral expression
while performing Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax. Jim White’s eco-experimenting
students enjoyed building, growing, and discovering ways to reduce, reuse and
recycle. Chuck Ruffino and Lin Liedke opened their Great Lakes FX program
in which students were able to explore the Lake Erie shoreline through walking
field trips and environmental art lessons. Students also chose to participate in
either dance or soccer to promote physical fitness and teamwork.
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Elementary
All County
Chorus

DMS Band News
Students from our elementary schools
will be joining students from all over
Chautauqua County on June 1 to form
the Elementary All County Chorus.
The concert will take place in the
amphitheater located on the historic
grounds of Chautauqua Institution. The
students have taken time out of their
busy schedules to learn their parts after
school. Students selected from School
3 are Kenya Casey, Tylene Olavarria
and Alegria Solares. Aubrey DeLeon,
Rhianna Guenther, Whitney Hice,
Liliana Parker and Cheyenne Rasmus
are the students chosen from School
5. Isabella Donisi, Isabelle Jackson,
Victoria Kujawa, Emily Dudzic,
Isabella Marshall, Jared Kibbe, Austin
Sabatino, Storm Montez, and Isabella
Begier are the students that are picked
from School 4 to participate. School
7 students selected included Theresa
George, Sara Rosario, Karleigh
Krzyzanowicz and Jeremy Bohn.
Congratulations to all of the students
involved in this very special event!
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Middle school sixth-grade band members selected in February for the All County
Elementary Band were Hannah Pawlak, Acasia Sepulveda, Colmari Garcia, and Isabella
Surma on flute, Jordan Francis on tenor sax, Emma Newton on French horn, Zoey
Zappie and Haileigh Pawlak on clarinet, Shaun Kelly on percussion and Olivia Surma on
trumpet. They played a terrific concert.
Our middle school jazz ensemble performed at the Dunkirk Jazz Festival on April 20.
Soloists included Brandon Katta, Thomas Ortiz-Pryll, Devin Szopinski, Chris Michalski,
Brent Geise, Keleen Mulkin and Jermain Willburn. Jermain accepted our plaque on
behalf of the band. State Assemblyman Andrew Goodell spoke to our jazz band, and
stated he really enjoyed the show.
The middle school concert band performed at NYSSMA Majors Festival on May 2 at
Silver Creek and received an excellent - silver rating at level III. For 27 of the last 30
years, the DMS concert band has earned excellent or outstanding ratings, maintaining
our proud DMS band tradition. Four members of the concert band auditioned and earned
spots in the CCMTA All County Concert Band. They are Chris Michalski, Keleen
Mulkin, Joshua Saye and Brandon Katta.
The group also performed at the Memorial Day Parade, May 27, and at the Pops
Concert, June 4.

DMS Chorus Attends Festival
On Sunday, May 19, 2013, the students of the DMS chorus shared their talents at
Martin’s Fantasy Island. Musical groups from all over Western New York were
represented in the two day festival. The singers from Dunkirk Middle School performed
for 30 minutes and were evaluated by a qualified choral instructor. The crowd enjoyed
the 6th grade chorus’ rendition of “Party in the U.S.A.” and the 7th & 8th grade chorus’
rendition of “Tonight, Tonight”, as they sang along and clapped. At the end of the
performance, the two choruses combined to sing “Seize the Day” from the on Broadway
show, “Newsies”. The chorus was awarded a placard for their participation.
After their performance the students were allowed to escort their chaperones around
the park to enjoy the rides for the rest of the day. We were very fortunate to have great
weather for the day and a great performance. Many thanks to the chaperones who
volunteered their time to help and walk all over the park throughout day. The chorus and
Mrs. Levan are very thankful to you!
We will see everyone on June 4, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. for our end of the year pops concert
in the DMS auditorium.
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Aviles Earns Maestro Award
The DHS Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble thank those who
supported the group’s fundraisers over the last four years, which
helped them meet expenses to travel to a music competition in
Washington D.C. Forty-four students, two staff and eight chaperones
made the trip April 18-21. The competition at WorldStrides Heritage
Music Festival went very well and both ensembles earned a division
Silver Medal. Making the medal more special is that the group moved
up a division so they could compete.
The group also earned the Sweepstakes Trophy for having the
highest point total overall in the Instrumental Divisions. Christina Aviles was awarded a
Maestro Award for her excellent soloing in the Jazz
Ensemble on baritone saxophone. This prestigious
award is only given if all three adjudicators bring the
performer’s name forward to the Heritage Staff.
Kudos to Christina, who received a standing ovation
from the 14 choirs and eight instrumental groups
that filled the convention center.
The support of each teacher, staff member and
administrator along the way has truly impacted these terrific young men and women.

Career Club
News
Chautauqua Works Career Club (part
of the Dunkirk High School afterschool program) run by Katie Piazza
had nine Dunkirk students help at the
Putnam Record Agency’s Community
Safety Saturday. The Safety Saturday
program had child safety, car safety
and home safety booths. Dunkirk
police and firefighters were also
on hand for the event, providing
information to students, families and
community members about safety.
Pictured are DHS students with the
Putnam Tradition Agency’s staff.

The Highland
Bagpipes
DMS Competes in Festival
On Saturday May 18, 2013, 14 students from Dunkirk Middle School’s chorus
participated in the New York State School Music Association solo-festival at Jamestown
High School. Participating in the festival were 6th graders Jordan Francis, Emma
Newton, Kassandra Willburn, Isabella Surma, Olivia Surma, and Haileigh Pawlak.
Representing 7th grade was Alexandra Charles. In the 8th grade, participants included,
Megan Levan, Olivia Michalak, Ashley Olrogg, Hayleigh Sanchez, Daniel Collazo and
Rafael Padilla.
The students worked with Mrs. Levan after-school for 3 months to prepare for this
amazing event. The final rehearsal after-school was more like a recital as students sang
for each other and had the opportunity to offer their own observations about each other’s
performances.
Each student performed a solo in front of a state approved judge, as well as sang a short
piece of music they had never seen before. Twelve of these singers earned a rating of
Excellent with scored between 21-25 out of 28. Rafael scored a 26 out of 28 for a rating
of Outstanding! Haileigh Pawlak started the day out well with a perfect score of 28
singing “Somewhere” from West Side Story.
Student seemed a bit nervous going into the performance room, but they happy with
their overall experience. Dunkirk Schools, as well as Mrs. Levan, are very proud of these
amazing singers!
Dunkirk City School District News

For one week in March, students at
Schools 4 and 7 learned about the
history, mechanics, and musical
elements of an instrument that is
not heard too often: The Highland
Bagpipes. Originally from Scotland,
these bagpipes are now played all over
the United States by men and women
alike, one of which happens to be their
music teacher, Mrs. Dana Bennett.
Throughout the week,
students heard the
instrument up close
and were able to see
how they worked.
Some teachers,
parents, guardians
and community
members also had
the opportunity to
hear the “pipes” as
they are nicknamed
during an outside
show.
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What’s
Happening
with
Autism
Awareness?
Many have asked about the Autism
Awareness Walk typically done in
April to celebrate Autism Awareness
Month. Instead of a walk, Diane
Gifford (parent), Stacey Lovern (OT),
Marcy Conti (SLP), and Marybeth
Muldowney (Director of Special Ed)
have focused their efforts to apply for
a grant through Autism Speaks. Upon
recruiting the Boys and Girls Club,
Northern Chautauqua Community
Foundation, and SUNY College at
Fredonia personnel, they worked
together to get the Letter of Intent
approved for a recreation program
for students with autism. That was
Phase I. Phase II was also completed,
which consisted of putting together a
full proposal including design of the
program, budget, training for staff
and other logistics. This would be
located at the Boys and Girls Club and
open to students from all of Northern
Chautauqua County. The committee
realizes the need for students with
autism to have access to some of the
same after-school activities as their
general education peers. The proposal
was completed in April and submitted
to Autism Speaks. Award winners will
be announced in the fall. Please cross
your fingers for us until then!
The Autism Team at School 5
including Alison Williams (Special
Education teacher), Marcy Conti
(SLP), Stacey Lovern (OT) and Amy
Reynolds (PT) was also busy during
April making final selections for
sensory equipment to be installed this
summer along with the new district
funded playground. The additional
pieces were made possible from
Autism Walk profits from the past
few years. With all of the construction
happening over the past several years,
the team is excited to finally be able to
make the purchases!
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“Change” the World Event

Jessica Hochstine, with the help of Carol Bleck, SADD coordinator, organized a
“Change” the World event where students who attend the high school enjoyed a bounce
house, snacks, and were able to “pie” their teachers. Students were encouraged to bring
spare change and purchase a pie for a dollar. All proceeds went to the Friendly Kitchen.
Pictured is student Jessica Hochstine and teachers Steve Wright, Michele Poweski, and
Nate Slate.

Learning About Australia
The School 5 Multicultural Fair on May 16 had each grade level completing a research
project on a specific country. Ms. Kobel’s kindergarten class researched Australia. The
students learned about the animals, climate, food and money of Australia. The children
wrote informational pieces on index cards about kookaburras, kangaroos, and koalas
and created artistic replications of the animals. The best part of the research project was
when Ms. Kobel found out that Mrs. Bleck (from the high school) had a student teacher
who had taught a semester in Australia! Mr. Shawn Byrns, who taught at St. Mary’s
Catholic College in Queensland, Australia for a five-week period, came to visit our
class! He was in Australia for 10 weeks to complete his student teaching requirements
at SUNY Fredonia. Mr. Byrns
showed the class many wonderful
pictures from his slide show of
Australia, Australian money, and
a real boomerang. He answered
many questions such as, “Did
he get to pet a kangaroo?” He
did; “Do kookaburras really
sound like they are laughing
when they chirp?” They do; “Are
koalas very active?” They are
not and actually sleep most of
the time. And, “Is there pizza in
Australia?” There was not (at
least the pizza we are used to)!
Pictured is Mr. Bryns with the
class in front of a few of their
Australia research projects.

Dunkirk City School District News

Students Make Mark in
History Club

Burns Named
Outstanding
Student
Kevin Burns, a
senior, has been
named Dunkirk’s
Outstanding
Business Student
of the Year. Kevin
has taken several
business classes
and has achieved
high academic standards in each of
them. He plans to major in business at
Jamestown Community College in the
fall. Kevin was honored at a banquet at
the Liberty Café on May 15. Attending
the banquet were his business teachers,
Mrs. Bongiovanni and Mr. Buckley,
his parents Nancy and George
Burns, and his grandmother Lorraine
Mroczka.

The history club at Dunkirk High School, working under the 21st Century Grant, recently
concluded its most successful year to date. Twelve students competed in the New York
State finals of the History Day competition in Cooperstown. These 11th grade U.S.
History students worked very hard on their contest entries, which were a display tri-fold,
documentary, or website they created. All entries had placed either first or second in the
regional competition held at SUNY at Fredonia in March. There, five professors from the
history department served as judges and evaluated projects from high school students from
three counties. The professors were so impressed with the work of our students that they
requested that several of them attend Fredonia State after high school graduation. All of the
students that participated also earn college credit from Jamestown Community College.
The students in the JCC world history course, who also earn six college credits free
of charge, participated in their major project as well. Teams of students worked hard
on their entries in the Speak Truth to Power student video contest. Students chose a
defender of human rights from around the world and made a short video, complete with
narration, graphics and extensive editing following peer review. These projects promoted
great student learning, and are directly in line with the district’s goal to make students
ready for college and careers.

KinderCamp Program Offered Again
The Dunkirk City School District is offering an innovative KinderCamp Program to help
children prepare for the first day of school. KinderCamp will run Monday, August 5 and
Tuesday, August 6 at School 3 Elementary in their kindergarten classroom. Please check
the Dunkirk Schools website, www.dunkirkcsd.org, for the registration form and more
information.

Elementary Summer Enrichment
A two-week summer enrichment program to help elementary children with academic
preparedness is being offered from August 5 – 16. The program is designed to provide
academic stimulation over the long summer months and prepare students for a successful
start and continued academic achievement in the 2013-14 school year. Call the main
office at 366-9300 ext. 4340, for information and an application.
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Lucas Julian
Earns Honor
A Dunkirk Senior
High School
senior was named
to Business
First’s 2013
All-Western New
York Academic
Team. Lucas Julian
(Special Mention)
qualified for this year’s list of the 100
most outstanding high school seniors
in the eight-county region. Winners
were chosen for their records of
academic excellence, school leadership
and community involvement. The top
25 were named to the First Team, 25
runners-up to the Second Team, and
another 50 to the Special Mention list.

High School yearbooks
are still available
for purchase.
Cost is $60.
They can be
purchased before
or after school in
Room 113. You can pay by cash
or check. Please make checks
payable to IVY TOWER.
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A ‘Fancy’
Book Study
Miss Damico’s kindergarten class
spent several weeks in the spring
completing a
book study on
Fancy Nancy.
The book
study prepared
students for the
introduction
to Kings and
Queens, which
is the first
within a series
of new reading
modules
adapted by the school district that are
aligned to the Common Core Learning
Standards. The students completed a
series of reading and writing exercises
which corresponded to each book.
The lessons
included writing
directions on
how to make a
cupcake with the
students testing
their methods
by making their
own cupcake,
a lesson with
the students
sharing photos
and mementos
of their family history and a lesson in
which the students learned about stars
and had the opportunity to create their
own constellations. The book study
wrapped up with a fancy party where
students dressed in fancy clothes,
used fancy words and manners and ate
fancy food.
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Blooms and Drug-Free Pledge
Red tulips that bloomed this spring at School 5 were part of a Red Ribbon week activity
last October during Physical Education classes called Plant the Promise. School 5 P.T.O.
supplied the school with red tulip bulbs for each student to plant. The red tulips will
serve as a reminder of the importance and beauty of a drug-free life. The fourth- and
fifth-grade students are pictured alongside the tulip garden.

Girls Get Tech Savvy!
Thirty-nine Dunkirk Middle School girls and five chaperones traveled to the University
of Buffalo’s North Campus to attend the 8th annual Tech Savvy! The conference is
sponsored by the American Association of University Women (AAUW). Major support
for Tech Savvy is provided by the Praxair Foundation.
The purpose of the all-day conference in March was to open new possibilities and inspire
young girls to pursue careers in the areas of science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM). Over 750 girls from across Western New York attended the event.
The girls were treated to a day of fun-filled workshops and activities. Over 20 workshops
were offered, including a session which used chemical engineering concepts to show
how polymers are used to produce gum drops and another workshop where they learned
about cellulose and its use in paint, paper and foods. There was also a College Corner
where the girls could learn more information about the college process.

‘Project KNOW’ for Fifth-Graders
Fifth-graders in each building recently took part in the Project KNOW Program.
Instructors Kelly Zatorski and Tim Malican
from Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus
BOCES spent four days in classrooms
helping students gain knowledge about
emotions or changes they might be
experiencing as they journey through
adolescence. Two informative evening
programs were also held for parents to
help them understand the curriculum being
taught, as well as facilitating parent/child
communication.
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Army JROTC Marks 18 Years
This year marks the 18th year of the Army JROTC program at Dunkirk High School.
From an initial
enrollment of 35
students, the Marauder
Battalion has consistently
enrolled over 70 cadets
and this year we are over
twelve percent of the
high school population.
The numbers show that
the program has evolved
into the most popular
elective/activity in the
school.
JROTC is much more
than an academic
elective. It is a student run organization that teaches leadership and management skills
(such as motivating others) and personal skills (such as study techniques and test taking
skills). Most of our cadets do not go into the armed services, but go on to college and/or
the work force. A number of our cadets have gone on to the Senior ROTC program on
full ROTC scholarships. Over our eighteen years, we have awarded close to $1 million
in college scholarship money to our cadets. Those who have entered military service,
either as an officer and enlisted personnel member have served with distinction in both
Iraq and Afghanistan.
One of our most popular activities is
the Drill Team and Color Guard. This
year along with winning first place
in the Great Lakes Drill Competition
in Buffalo, we competed at the 2d
Brigade Drill Competition in New
York City. This event introduced
our cadets to a new level of drill
competition. We competed against
some of the top teams in the country
and held our own.
Service to the school and to the Dunkirk community gives us the opportunity to show
our gratitude to those who support us. The Marauder Battalion completes over 500 hours
of community service each year. From blood drives to beach cleanups you can find our
cadets leading the way.
The Army JROTC program is the only such program in the county. It makes Dunkirk
High School unique and allows us to proudly represent the City of Dunkirk throughout
the region. Our mission is to
“Motivate Young People to
be Better Citizens.” We thank
the community for helping
make this happen.
JROTC held their annual
Military Ball on Saturday
May 4 at the Moose Club.
As part of the ceremonies,
Colonel Charles Chasler was
recognized for his dedication
to the Dunkirk City School
District as he will be retiring
at the end of this school year.
He is shown pictured (center) at the ball.
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Family
Ice Skating
The 21st Century Elementary Grant
sponsored two family ice skating
events at SUNY Fredonia’s Steele Hall
Ice Arena. Students and their families
were invited to an open skate, with
no admission charge and free skate
rentals.

20 Years
of Talent
Over 110 students from
School 4 performed during two shows
at the 20th annual spring talent show.
Students worked with Mrs. Civilette,
physical education teacher, during
gym classes to create their own
routines. They were able to choose
their equipment (hoops, scarves, balls,
wands, ribbons or weighted flags);
choose a group; decide on music;
cooperate and create different moves;
use different levels, directions and
patterns to create a 2-3 minute routine.
The final decision was to pick their
costumes!
The two performances for grades 1-3
and grades 4-5 drew over 100 parents,
guardians and friends at each show.
There was plenty of excitement and
butterflies as the students nervously
waited for their acts to begin. The
audience laughed and sang along
with the different songs. One student
said, “I was so excited to perform for
my dad and he recorded it for me!”
Another student said that she loved her
costume and it made her group look so
cool!

9

Community
Reader Day
Community Reader Day at School 5
is always a special time that celebrates
reading by inviting
the community
into classes
to share their
favorite books.
Approximately
40 guest readers
participated,
some bringing
their own
favorite books to read to the students.
Each classroom was divided into small
groups, with most having four readers
per room. The guests introduced
themselves to the students and told
a little bit about themselves. They
read a story and the children were
invited to ask questions. Community
readers came from all walks of life,
from parents of the students and staff
to SUNY Fredonia’s President Dr.
Virginia Horvath and Dunkirk Mayor
Anthony Dolce, to retired teachers and
other professionals in the area.
Earlier that day, students in grades 1
to 5 were part of a national campaign
called, “Read the Most Coast to
Coast.” The contest, sponsored by
Renaissance Learning, encouraged
students to read books and take
accelerated quizzes, while trying to set
a new record for the number of books
read in one day. School 5 students
took 374 quizzes. The national total,
which is a new record, was 4,409,622
quizzes taken in one day. School 5
students received bookmarks to mark
the occasion.
The community reader day, celebrated
on March 2, was part of Read Across
America, an annual reading motivation
and awareness program that calls for
every child in every community to
celebrate reading on the birthday of
beloved children’s author, Dr. Seuss.
One of our favorite quotes from Dr.
Seuss is: “The more you read, the
more things you will know. The more
that you learn, the more places you’ll
go.”
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Drama Day Camp
Dunkirk elementary students joined the ranks of “Playground Players” in this spring’s
production of Disney’s
Aristocats Kids! Sixty
students in first grade through
fifth grade spent part of their
spring break with SUNY
Fredonia’s Playground Drama
Day Camp, sponsored by
the elementary 21st Century
Elementary Grant. In a matter
of just five days, the students
auditioned, were assigned cast
and production crew member
roles, memorized lines, songs,
and dance choreography. The
week-long camp, began with
Monday morning auditions and the show was cast by that afternoon. Tuesday through
Thursday the actors rehearsed each morning, while the crew was busy painting scenery
and designing props. Afternoons consisted of acting classes, musical theater workshops,
choreography, improvisation, and other fun and exciting theater activities. On Friday, the
fifth and final day, the students were occupied with technical and dress rehearsals, with
an evening performance open to the public.

School 3 PTO News
School 3 PTO sponsored an Easter egg hunt for the classrooms with the highest sales
for the recent fundraiser. Second-graders in Mrs. Ringler’s and Mrs. Notarnicola’s
classes, first-graders in Mr. Desmond’s and Miss Schibilia’s/Mrs. Graves’ classes
participated. The hunt was led by the students in Mrs. Pleszewski’s fifth-grade class.
Pictured below are her students.

Two Win JCC Award
William Bradley and Harlie Kalfas received the JCC College
Connections Student of the Year Award. The award is given
to one junior and one senior student who have taken JCC
college courses as part of their high school curriculum. Harlie
was nominated by Mrs. Saye, her French teacher, who recognized Harlie’s work ethic,
passion for foreign language, and her integrity both in and outside of the classroom.
William is enrolled in five college courses this school year and has maintained a 90+
average in every class. He was also nominated by Mrs. Saye who remarked on his
ability to juggle a full course load, while participating in many extracurricular activities.
Both students were recognized at the College Connections Awards Ceremony in May at
Jamestown Community College.
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Mathathon
Helps St. Jude’s
School 7 raised $2,749 this year
through its Mathathon fundraiser to
support St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. These funds will help pay for
oxygen and chemotherapy for children
fighting cancer.
“The children love to help St. Jude in
their fight against childhood cancer
and other life-threatening diseases,”
said Michele Heenan, principal. This
has become a school-wide event, with
extra events and involvement from
Fredonia State University. Since its
initial involvement in 2004, the school
has contributed over $18,000 to the
hospital.

Explorers Land at School 3
Studying explorers in Mrs. Ange DiCara’s fifth-grade made history come alive for
students. Working with partners, the students were assigned an explorer to research. A
large boat was made along with many individual props. Students prepared a dialog of
what might have been said in history. They acted out their mini-plays using historical
facts and used maps to trace the routes traveled. Students thoroughly enjoyed performing
the re-enactments for their classmates.

Teamwork at School 4
The students in Miss Alexander’s after-school program at School 4 had to work together
to reach a common goal. The students were placed on two teams and needed to untie the
knots in the ropes. Some students were instructed to do this task with their eyes closed
or other obstacles. The goal of the lesson was to develop team work.

Students began participating in the
Mathathon in February. After finishing
their math booklets, they asked parents, grandparents and other relatives
to sponsor them in their cause to help
St. Jude. Two school fundraisers were
held. Wal-Mart, the Conservation Club
and the Kosciuszko Club also contributed generously to the cause. Noteworthy fundraisers were Zachary Taber,
a kindergartener who raised $320;
Meghan Lancaster ($130), Nicholas
Thompson ($205), Jaysen Kirk ($125),
and Lucas Zielinski ($231).

Fun Science
Lessons
Mrs. Gawronski’s second-graders
recently welcomed some special guests
to their classroom. Mrs. Julie Sek,
alternative education science teacher
at BOCES, brought CSI fingerprinting
to life when she visited the children.
The students examined their own
fingerprints and learned about specific
fingerprint patterns. Another lesson
focused on the properties of the
freezing and melting points of objects
using ice cream.
Richard Rupprecht, a volunteer at the
Jamestown Audubon Center, thrilled
the children with a presentation on the
American Bald Eagle. This enriched
the students’ study of patriotic symbols
of America. Students were able
to examine models of an eagle egg,
talons, a skull and an eagle pellet.
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Torch Club News
The Boys & Girls Club of Northern
Chautauqua County continued to
participate in the after-school
program funded by the 21st
Century Grant this year.
Michael Civiletto and Scott
Curry led activities at School
5 and School 4. The students
participated in a program
called Torch Club, which is
sponsored nationally by the Boys &
Girls Club of America. A Torch Club
is a powerful vehicle through which
Club staff can help meet the special
character and developmental needs of
younger adolescents at a critical stage
in their life. Torch Club members learn
to elect officers and work together
to implement activities in four areas:
service to club and community;
education; health and fitness; and
social recreation.
The students at School 5 decided to
partner with the Lakeshore Humane
Society and create toys to donate. The
students learned to sew small pillows
for cats and braided rope chew toys
for dogs. The students’ hard work was
rewarded with a visit by a member
of the local Humane Society, Marie
Moriarty, who brought Velvet, a black
cat and a dog named Buddy, to the
school. Marie talked to the children
about the responsibilities of a pet
owner and the work needed to care for
an animal.

RESIDENT

PBIS at School 7
Exciting things happened this year at School 7 with
PBIS. There was a lot of green to be seen at the
“Lucky to be a part of School 7 day”! Classes vied
to be the greenest of the green and there were some
very creative clothing ensembles. “Manners matter
everywhere” at school 7 and there was a noticeable
improvement in two areas; the bathroom and cafeteria.
Safe, respectful and responsible behavior signs were
posted along with daily check-ins to ensure that our
students followed School 7 rules. Congrats to those
that earned a movie and popcorn incentive. Many
thanks to the PTO for helping to make this happen.

This year the school promoted positive behavior in the lunchroom and classes. Some
classrooms received a special lunch for keeping the lunchroom clean and following
lunchroom rules. Students showed an understanding of personal duty and how it relates
to keeping our school safe and happy.
Our students are learning to take responsibility for their own behavior and we were
proud of the number of “PAWS” tickets that were earned.

